
Organizers and Professors: 
AHO Oslo, Norway: Sabine Müller (ar-
chitect/urban designer), Gauthier Durey 
(architect, landscape architect) 
UASLP, San Luis Potosi, Mexico: Marcela 
López (architect/urban planner) Victor 
Gutiérrez (architect/urban planner), 
Ricardo Villasis (architect/environmental 
planner), Benjamín Alva (urban planner), 
Adrián Moreno (architect/urban planner), 
Renato Ramos (biologist)

Overview  Goals  
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The studio will investigate the transforma-
tion of a motorway named Rio Santiago 
and research in what ways the rethinking 
of a key infrastructure could trigger an 
environmentally and socially just develop-
ment of the urban habitat. 
The Boulevard Rio Santiago is the main 
artery of the metropolitan area of San 
Luis Potosí in Mexico, a world heritage 
city with a population of one million peo-
ple, a centre for international car fabrica-
tion, located in a semi-arid climate. The 
boulevard was built in a dry river, in part 
for its strategic location and in part for 
sanitation reasons. With a changing cli-
mate and a growing city, what had been a 
reasonable plan at its time, has become 
highly problematic: Recently occurring 
heavy rains frequently cause the flooding 
and mudding of the motorway bringing 
the city to a collapse.
The motorway’s trouble is prototypical 
(and a metaphor) for the challenges of 
contemporary cities and will serve as the 
spatial spine and conceptual entry point 
for engaging necessary transformations 
towards a city that is able to consolidate 
environmental systems, urbanization 
pressures and a culture of social partici-
pation. 

When addressing the problem of the 
highway inevitably city-wide and interre-
lated issues unfold: water-management, 
urban climate, transportation networks, 
accessibility of jobs and services, social 
fragmentation and marginalisation, densi-
fication, cultural heritage and landscapes, 
leading finally into the question of how 
these aspects are embedded in urban 
form and public spaces.
Given the spatial constraints of the al-
ready built city, what are the opportunities 
to define synergies between the ecologi-
cal and socio-economical challenges at 
hand? What are the appropriate scales to 
address the challenges? 
The question of flooding and rainwater 
management for example needs to be 
situated within the scale of the region 
and might be coupled with the facilita-
tion of improved water supply and health 
of marginalized populations and areas. 
At the same time, and at a local scale, 
social segregation and the physical and 
perceptual barriers that entrench the so-
cial divide and facilitated by the dissect-
ing character of the motorway, could be 
eased through its upgrading into a green 
and ecological infrastructure. The ques-
tion of mobility, with a strong demand 
for better bike connections and public 

transport, could be coupled with a refor-
estation of the main avenues, improving 
the city’s urban micro-climate. Linked to 
transportation is the question of equal ac-
cess to job opportunities, public facilities 
and services, impeded by the city’s vast 
extension and fragmentation. This could 
be countered by a densification and the 
accommodation of housing in the low 
rise inner city - an inquiry that potentially 
conflicts with the heritage buildings and 
the promotion of cultural landscapes and 
needs to be addressed on an architec-
tural scale. 

The studio will engage with the obvi-
ous urban issues of contemporary cities 
set at the intersection between region, 
landscape, urbanism and architecture. In 
San Luis Potosí they lay bare, calling for 
urban designs now. 
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Overview  Calendar   
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1 3 Jan 18

2 4 Jan 25 GIS 

3 5 Feb 01

4 6 Feb 08

5 7 Feb 15

6 8 Feb 22
 

7 9 Feb 29 Ideal SLP 

8 10 March 07 Workshop SLP 

9 11 March 14

10 12 March 21 Holiday 

11 13 March 28 Holiday SLP

12 14 Apr 04 refining strategy 

13 15 Apr 11 elective

14 16 Apr 15

15 17 Apr 15

16 18  May 02

17 19 May 09

18 20 May 16

19 21 May 23 Final Presention

to be defined  Presention at Conference

Presentation and discussion 



Escavating information between on-site and off-site, horizontal 
and vertical perspective 

Hydrology, waterways, groundwater reservoirs
Geology, soil
Land cover, productive and non productive vegetation
Climate, temperatures, winds, precipitation 
History and growth pattern 
Density 
Mobility, modes of transportation, volumes of traffic 
Pollution, emmisions 
Heritage districts, buildings, landscapes
Social structure, household seizes, incomes 
Economical structure, real estate prices, revenues

Meshing communities and ecology - 
Ian McHarg’s layer “cake” of determining 
settlement patterns: 
no human action, be it building a highway, 
city, condominium or park, should proceed 
without a study of its suitability for the 
topography, vegetation, waterways, wildlife 
and other natural features of a site.

Phase 1  Mapping 

Sources: Pre-diploma Project The Rhone Delta, Gauthier Durey, AHO 2014
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Sources: Pre-diploma Project The Rhone Delta, Gauthier Durey, AHO 2014

Projecting parallel alternative images of the 
future 
Evaluation of different options

Phase 2  Scenarios  
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Exploring possibile futures - Markerwaard scenarios, 1974:  Mark-
erwaard nature area / agricultural area / recreation area / urban 
area



Phase 3  Design  
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Sources: Pre-diploma Project The Rhone Delta, Gauthier Durey, AHO 2014

An example of coupling of infra-
structure, ecology and public space 
- Trevi Fountain in Rome is the 
endpoint of an aqueduct celebrat-
ing the supply of water 

Elaborating the design strategies into landscape, public space and 
architectural proposals, visualizing and “telling” the proposals to 
communicate to a broad audience. 
Intersective between scales, themes, disciplines
differnt lyers 
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Framing the issue: 

Phase 4  Presentation   

Sources: Pre-diploma Project The Rhone Delta, Gauthier Durey, AHO 2014


